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Knockbreda Nursery School 

October 2019 Newsletter 
 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

I hope that you and your child have enjoyed your first month at Nursery!  
The children are now well settled into Nursery and making good 
progress with the classroom rules and routines.  They are also enjoying 
staying for lunch at the Knockbreda Nursery School Restaurant!  We 
thank those parents and carers who took the time to attend our 
Curriculum Information Meeting in September and hope that the 
documentation from this session (which was shared with home) was 
useful. 
 
This month, we look forward to meeting with you at our parent/carer 
consultation meetings to discuss your child’s settling in period.  We will 
also look forward to welcoming you to our family drop in session; this is 
an opportunity to find out more about your child’s favourite places to play 
at Nursery and to view playful learning in action!  Pupils, siblings and 
family members are all most welcome to drop in to this event which 
takes place on Thursday 17 October from 5-6pm.   
This event will also be a small fundraiser evening for our School Fund 
and any proceeds made from the sale of refreshments, from the lucky 
dip, face painting, Halloween Fun Bags and from our other themed 
activities will be used towards further improvement of our school facilities 
and play provision. 
 
We are aware that some employers operate a “match funding scheme” 
to help non-profit groups and organisations to double any profits made 
from fund raising activities. If your employer operates such a scheme, 
we would be delighted if you would consider applying in relation to 
Knockbreda Nursery School.  As you will know, significant cuts continue 
to be made to school budgets and we would welcome such an 
opportunity to raise additional funds in order that we can further enhance 
our provision.  Please speak to Dr Mitchell-Barrett or Mrs Benson if you 
might have the opportunity to help us in this way. 
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If you have not already done so, it would be very much appreciated if 
you would sign up to www.thegivingmachine.co.uk which is a fundraising 
organisation designed to help charitable causes and schools raise 
money online.  By signing up and shopping via The Giving Machine, you 
will be generating a free cash donation for our school.  Further details 
are available from the School Office if needed. 
 

Themes and topics 

This month we will begin a new topic ‘Me oh My!’ and through this topic 
we will find out more about ourselves and our families.  We will be 
enjoying learning about our families in our role-play areas, naming our 
body parts and continuing with our colour of the week.   
 
Following this, we will be moving on to our Nursery Rhyme topic.  This 
theme helps the children to consolidate their knowledge and recall of a 
multitude of nursery rhymes.  It is now commonly accepted that the 
foundation for all future reading and rhyming success lies with a secure 
basis of Nursery Rhymes and the ability to rhyme.  You can see just 
what an important Nursery topic this is! 
 
 

Diary Dates: 

Date Time Event 
Monday 7 and 
Tuesday 8 
October 2019 
Hub Club in 
Forest School. 

1.30pm 
onwards 

Parent/Carer Consultation Meetings. 
This is an opportunity to meet with your child’s Class 
Teacher and discuss the settling in period.  Sign up 
appointment sheets will be available outside the 
classroom, the week before the meetings. 

Friday 11 October 
2019 

9am School photographer in school to take individual 
photographs. 

Thursday 17 
October 2019 

5-6pm Family Drop-In Evening. 
Please join us to visit your child’s classroom to view 
our Pre-School play provision and find out more 
about what your child likes to do best at Nursery! 

Wednesday 13 
November and 
Thursday 14 
November 

 Community Eco mornings for parents/carers to join 
us in the school grounds for gardening, outdoor and 
litter-picking activities. 

Friday 15 

November 2019 
9am Children in Need 

Wear your Pudsey ears and donate to Children in 
Need!  We will have lots of Pudsey themed activities 
taking place in Nursery! 

Saturday 23 
November 2019 

10-12noon Open Morning for Prospective Pupils. 

https://mail.c2kschools.net/owa/redir.aspx?C=5E0TeAP_htw6JwLz3LPTSLxJtHktOHWfUQkxXqPrIC0jK7tI4gTVCA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.thegivingmachine.co.uk
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Important information 

• Dinner money must be paid on a Monday morning by placing your 
payment into the grey postbox in the reception area.  It is preferable that 
the correct and exact money (£12.50) is paid using your child’s coloured 
payment envelope (as supplied by school).  Any cheques should be 
made payable to EA South Eastern Region.  Should your child be 
absent from school, Nursery will issue a refund for any dinners not 
consumed.  
 

• Please do not permit your child to operate the main door release 
button; only adults are permitted to operate the door release systems 
across Nursery. 
 

• For Health and Safety reasons, the Knockbreda Campus operates as a 
traffic-free zone where possible.  Parking is not permitted on the 
campus; please do not park on the double yellow lines opposite 
Nursery’s top gate or in the staff car parking spaces.  
 

• In line with our participation in the Getting Ready to Learn programme, 
Nursery’s Big Bedtime Read Lending Library will commence on Friday 
4th October 2019.  Please send in your child’s red reading bag each 
Friday and a member of staff will assist them to choose three school 
library books.  Please note that the reading bags should only be brought 
to Nursery on Fridays as they will not be checked by staff on any other 
days (unless attending Hub Club).  Please bring your child’s Book 
Bag into the classroom on arrival each Friday morning. 
 

• Parents and carers may also be interested in visiting the Rub a Dub 
Hub section of the NI Libraries website where there is helpful 
information available for parents of pre-school children: 
https://www.librariesni.org.uk/sites/radh 

 

• The Book People have recently launched their Big Book Boost Scheme: 
https://www.thebookpeople.co.uk/bigbookboost. 

  
Every time you place an order with them over £10, they’ll donate £1 to a 
school of your choice to be spent on books!  If you are buying books 
from the Book People, please consider supporting Knockbreda Nursery 
School to help us further boost the books in our school library.  Further 
details will be sent home during October. 
 

• This month we will begin to choose our Class Special Helpers.  These 
children will wear a special helper badge for the week and will help the 
staff and other children with the daily routines, such as setting the 
tables, ready for lunchtime.  At the end of their week as a Special 
Helper, please return your child’s badge. 

https://www.librariesni.org.uk/sites/radh
https://www.librariesni.org.uk/sites/radh
https://www.thebookpeople.co.uk/bigbookboost
https://www.thebookpeople.co.uk/bigbookboost
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• The school photographer will be visiting on Friday 11th October at 9am 
to take individual school photographs.  Please ensure prompt arrival on 
this date and full school uniform should be worn. 
 

• If you have not already done so, it would be very much appreciated if 
you would sign up to www.thegivingmachine.co.uk which is a 
fundraising organisation designed to help charitable causes and schools 
raise money online.  By signing up and shopping via The Giving 
Machine, you will be generating a free cash donation for our school.  
Further details are available from the School Office if needed. 
 

• As you will know, during the settling in process this September, children 
at Knockbreda Nursery School commenced the full Nursery day much 
more quickly than in some settings, with the first children staying for 
school dinners after only nine sessions at Nursery.  As part of the 
school’s commitment to school self-evaluation and best practice, we 
would like to seek your views on our settling in process.  During this 
month, we will email details of a short online school survey to you.  This 
should only take around 10 minutes to complete and we thank you in 
anticipation.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://mail.c2kschools.net/owa/redir.aspx?C=5E0TeAP_htw6JwLz3LPTSLxJtHktOHWfUQkxXqPrIC0jK7tI4gTVCA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.thegivingmachine.co.uk
https://mail.c2kschools.net/owa/redir.aspx?C=5E0TeAP_htw6JwLz3LPTSLxJtHktOHWfUQkxXqPrIC0jK7tI4gTVCA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.thegivingmachine.co.uk
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Snacktime 

 

Thank you for your School Fund contributions.  Our snacktime menu is 

now fully in place; the children independently organise their own daily 

snack, even pouring their own drinks!    

Monday 

 

 
 

Fruit  

Rice cakes 

Tuesday 

 
 

 

Vegetables 

Pitta bread  

 

Wednesday 

 

 

 Fruit  

Toast 

Thursday 

 

 

Vegetables  

Rice cakes  

Friday 

 

  

Fruit  

Breadsticks 

Water and milk to drink.         

 

Water and milk are available daily to drink.  
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Me oh My! 

Songs and Rhymes 
 

 

If you’re happy and you know it, clap your hands! 

If you’re happy and you know it, clap your hands, 

If you’re happy and you know it, clap your hands, 

If you’re happy and you know it, and you really want to show it, 

If you’re happy and you know it, clap your hands! 

 

Head, Shoulders, Knees and Toes 

Head, Shoulders, Knees and Toes, Knees and Toes 

Head, Shoulders, Knees and Toes, Knees and Toes 

And Eyes and Ears and Mouth and Nose, 

Head, Shoulders, Knees and Toes, Knees and Toes 
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All By Myself 

Sung to: "Three Blind Mice" 

All by myself 

All by myself 

See what I can do 

See what I can do 

I can brush my teeth and my hair so neat 

I can put my socks and shoes on my feet 

I can get my plate and snack to eat 

All by myself 

All by myself 

All by myself 

All by myself 

See what I can do 

See what I can do 

I can clean up my toys, I can ride my bike 

I can kick a ball and match pictures alike 

I can read a book and sing songs that I like 

All by myself 

All by myself 

I Am Special 

Sung to: "Are You Sleeping?" 

I am special, I am special, 

Look at me, look at me. 

A very special person, a very special person 

That is me, that is me. 
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Nursery Rhyme Time! 
Songs and Rhymes 

 

Jack and Jill went up the hill 

Jack and Jill went up the hill 

To fetch a pail of water. 

Jack fell down and broke his crown, 

And Jill came tumbling after. 

Up Jack got, and home did trot, 

As fast as he could caper, 

He went to bed to mend his head, 

With vinegar and brown paper. 

 
 

Doctor Foster Went to Gloucester 

Doctor Foster went to Gloucester 

In a shower of rain, 

He stepped in a puddle, 

Right up to his middle, 

And never went there again. 

 

 
 

Girls and boys, come out to play 

Girls and boys, come out to play, 

The moon doth shine as bright as day; 

Leave your supper, and leave your sleep, 

And come with your playfellows into the street. 

Come with a whoop, come with a call, 

Come with a good will or not at all. 

Up the ladder and down the wall, 

A half-penny roll will serve us all. 

You find milk, and I’ll find flour, 

And we’ll have a pudding in half an hour. 

 


