
 
 

 
Knockbreda Nursery School 

May 2018 Newsletter 
 

 

Dear Parents and Carers  

 

We hope you have an enjoyable May Day!  This month we will be finishing our topic 

on ‘All Creatures Great and Small’ and moving on to a new learning topic based on 

travel with many creative activities to participate in, both indoors and outdoors!  This 

month will start with a mini-topic on pirates ‘Ship Ahoy!’ which is based on the 

children’s own interest in treasure, maps and adventure!   

 

Please note that the photographer will be in Nursery on Friday 4th May 2018 at 9am 

to take our class photos and these will provide a precious memory of your child’s 

Nursery class.  (It would be appreciated if all children could wear full school uniform 

and attend promptly on this date). 

 

Nursery is most excited that Mr McNeill (Chairperson of the Board of Governors and 

retired PE Teacher) has kindly offered to lead a number of PE sessions for the 

children this month.  We are very grateful to Mrs McKenna for lending us the PE Hall 

at Knockbreda Primary School to facilitate these sessions.  The children will be 

attending PE in the hall on Friday 11th, 18th and 25th May 2018.  Pupils should wear 

trainers on these dates please and bring a named water bottle to school. 

The Board of Governors have recently updated the school’s policy on complaint 

handling and this revised policy has been uploaded to the school’s website.  A paper 

copy will also be made available to all parents/carers. 

 

Themes and topics 

This half-term, we will be beginning a new topic ‘Ship Ahoy’ which will involve 

learning all about pirates and island travel!  We will then move on to ‘At the beach’ 

and this will involve learning about travel and holidays.  The children will be learning 

about maps, modes of transport and places of interest.   



We have included some of the songs and rhymes that we will be learning through 

our topic in this newsletter, so that you can share them with your child at home.  To 

continue developing our early mathematical experiences, we will also be focusing on 

one number per week, working with numbers 1-10 across the summer term.  Please 

feel free to send in any household number items that might enhance our early 

mathematical table (please ensure that all items are clearly labelled).  In addition the 

children will also be taking part in French sessions with Mrs Beggs and Spanish 

sessions with Miss Lattke, throughout the summer term.  These language sessions 

will run through the months of May and June 2018. 

 

Important information 
 

New Pupil Inductions 

To facilitate the Induction for the parents of new pupils, Nursery will close 

early from 12.10-12.30pm  on Wednesday 16th May 2018.  School dinner will 

be provided as normal.  There will be no Hub Club on this date. 
 

Play and Stay Sessions 

To accommodate the play and stay sessions for new pupils, please note that 
Nursery will close early from 12.10-12.30pm on: 

22, 23 and 24 May 2018 
(School Dinner will be provided as normal/ Hub Club will operate as normal) 

 
As you will know from your own child’s experience last year, these sessions 

form an extremely valuable part of the Induction process for new pupils.  We 

are grateful to you for helping us to facilitate these welcome afternoons for 

new pupils and their parents/carers. 

 

School Fund 

School fund for this final term (£40) should be paid by Friday 4th May 2018.  

This small payment covers your child’s daily drink, fruit and bread based 

snack, baking, play dough ingredients and has paid for all of our school 

visitors (eg.Yoga and Mr Hullabaloo).  Cheques should be made payable to 

Knockbreda Nursery School (School Fund Account) and passed to the 

Clerical Officer (Mrs Benson), or posted in the grey postbox at the main 

reception door.  

 

We thank you for all of your contributions to School Fund to date; they 

have enabled the children to enjoy an enriched curriculum experience, 

with a wide variety of visitors coming in to school this year. 

 

P1 Transition 

To enable smooth transition to P1, please ensure you have returned your 

school choice form to your class teacher.  Thank you. 

 



Care in the Sun 

Please send a named sun hat to school and put sunscreen on your child 

before you bring them to Nursery on potentially warm days. For the cooler 

days, please ensure that a cardigan/sweatshirt/coat is still brought in.  Please 

note that due to child protection, staff are not permitted to apply sun cream on 

the children.  Please also send a named water bottle (filled with water each 

day) so that your child can have a drink during outdoor playtime. This should 

be collected at the end of the Nursery session and returned to school the next 

day, washed and refilled.  Thank you. 

 

Change of clothes 

Nursery is running very low of change of clothes supplies; please check to 

ensure that any KNS labelled items have been returned to school.  This will 

include tights, pants, socks, leggings and jogging bottoms.  All school items 

are clearly labelled KNS. 

 

Topic Learning 

To support our new topic, please send a named photograph of your child on 

holiday or visiting a special place.  This will be used on our school travel map 

and will create opportunities for discussion in class.  Thank you. 

  

School Survey 

School Self-Review will take place this month.  As part of our annual school 

self-review (as per Department of Education guidelines), we would ask 

parents/ carers to complete a short school survey.  This questionnaire follows 

guidance from the Education Authority and should only take 10-15 minutes to 

complete.  The outcomes will be used to further inform future improvement 

opportunities and school decision making.  In line with the Education and 

Training Inspectorate (ETI), the school evaluates itself under the same 

headings used for school inspections; Leadership and Management, 

Quality of Provision for Learning, Quality of Achievements and 

Standards.  This is an opportunity to share your views and opinions about our 

Nursery and to suggest any areas for improvement.  The link to this survey 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/PCKNS18 will remain open until 18th May 

2018.  Thank you in anticipation. 

 

Diversity Day will take place on the 1st June 2018 and this event provides 

the opportunity for the Nursery children to learn more about the cultures of 

others.  If there are any family members or friends who would like to take part 

in this event (sharing information about their families’ special cultural 

celebrations or foods) please speak to your class teacher.  

 
 



Rights Respecting School 
 
 

We are becoming a Unicef UK Rights Respecting School! 

 

Knockbreda Nursery School aims to be a school where children’s rights are at the 

heart of our ethos and culture, to improve well-being and to develop every child’s 

talents and abilities to their full potential.  As part of this plan we are working towards 

recognition as a ‘Rights Respecting School’, an award given to schools on behalf of 

Unicef UK. 

  

Unicef is the world’s leading organisation working for children and young people and 

their rights.  In 1989, governments across the world agreed that all children have the 

same rights by adopting the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC).  

These rights are based on what a child needs to survive, grow, participate and fulfil 

their potential. 

 

Knockbreda Nursery School’s pupils will learn about their rights by putting them 

into practice every day.  A Rights Respecting School models rights and respect in all 

its relationships. 

 

We really hope that you will be able to support our school on our journey towards 

becoming a Unicef UK Rights Respecting School.  It would be great if you could 

spend a few minutes reading through the enclosed summary leaflet; you can also 

find out more about the Convention on the Rights of the Child by visiting 

https://www.unicef.org.uk/what-we-do/un-convention-child-rights 

 

For further information about Rights Respecting Schools please visit:  

www.unicef.org.uk/rrsa 

 
 
 
 

http://www.unicef.org.uk/rrsa


 
Dates for your diary: 
 

DATE TIME EVENT 
 

Friday 4 May 2018 9am School Photographer in school at 
9am to take class photographs. 

Monday 7 May 2018 Closed School closed for May Day. 

Friday 11 May 2018  PE at KPS.  Pupils to wear trainers 
& bring a named water bottle. 

Wednesday 16 May 
2018 

Early close  
12.10-
12.30pm 

Induction meeting for new parents/ 
carers.  All pupils to be collected 
from school between 12.10-
12.30pm prompt.  School dinner 
served as normal. 

Friday 18 May 2018  PE at KPS.  Pupils to wear trainers 
& bring a named water bottle. 

22-24 May 2018 Early close 
12.10-
12.30 pm 

Play and Stay sessions for new 
pupils- all pupils to be collected 
from school between 12.10-
12.30pm prompt.   School dinner 
served as normal. 

Friday 25 May 2018  PE at KPS.  Pupils to wear trainers 
& bring a named water bottle. 

Monday 28 May 2018 Closed School closed for the bank holiday. 

Friday 1 June 2018 All day Diversity Day 
An opportunity to celebrate and 
learn more about the diversity of 
cultures attending our school and in 
our local community! 

Tuesday 5-Wednesday 6 
June 2018 

Finish 
11.10-
11.30am 
No school 
dinners. 

Parent/Carer Consultation 
Meetings. 
 
An optional final term meeting. 

Friday 8 June 2018 
 
 
 
 

9am Hats and Shades Day  
Wear your hats and shades and 
donate to the NI Cancer Fund for 
Children. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tuesday 19 June and 
Wednesday 20 June 
2018 
Red Apples:  
19 June at 11am 
(with immediate 
collection afterwards) 
No Hub Club 
 
 
 
Green Apples:  
20 June at 11am 
(with immediate 
collection afterwards) 
No Hub Club 

 
Early close 
10.10-
10.30am 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Early close 
10.10-
10.30am 

 
End of Nursery Celebration events: 
 
 
Tuesday 19 June 2018 
Please join us for the End of 
Nursery Celebration event for 
Red Apple Class.  
Early closure for Green Apples 
10.10-10.30am prompt.   School 
dinners will not be provided. 
 
Wednesday 20 June 2018 
Please join us for the End of 
Nursery Celebration event for 
Green Apple Class.  
Early closure for Red Apples 10.10-
10.30am prompt.   School dinners 
will not be provided. 

Friday 29 June 2018 Finish 
11.10-
11.30am 

School closes for summer. 



Ship Ahoy! 
 

 

If You're a Pirate and You Know It 

 

If you're a pirate and you know it, swab the deck (swish, swish) 

If you're a pirate and you know it, swab the deck (swish, swish) 

If you're a pirate and you know it, then you'll hear the sea winds blowin'. 

If you're a pirate and you know it, swab the deck (swish, swish) 

next: 

If you're a pirate and you know it, walk the plank (stomp, stomp)  

If you're a pirate and you know it, look for treasures (look through spyglass) 

If you're a pirate and you know it, say Ahoy Ahoy! (with arm movement) 

 

 

5 Pirates on a Treasure Chest 

 

5 pirates on a treasure chest 

1 jumped off and 4 are left. 

4 pirates on a treasure chest 

1 slid off and 3 are left. 

3 pirates on a treasure chest 

1 fell down and 2 are left. 

2 pirates on a treasure chest 

1 was pushed off and 1 is left. 

1 pirate on the treasure chest 

he climbed down and then there were none. 

No pirates on the treasure chest 

Yo ho ho and now it’s all mine. 



At the Beach   
 

Sing a song of sunshine 

 

(sung to the tune of Sing a Song of Sixpence) 

Sing a song of sunshine, 

Summer’s here at last! 

Flowers in the garden, 

Tell us Spring is past, 

Picnics in the country, 

Swimming in the sea, 

Holidays are happy days, 

So sing this song with me! 
 
 

To the Beach 
 

(sung to the tune of London Bridge) 
 

We are going to the beach, 
To the beach, to the beach, 
We are going to the beach, 

in our bathing suits. 
We will find some rocks and shells, 
Rocks and shells, rocks and shells. 
We will find some rocks and shells, 

to gather by the water. 
We will build a sand castle, 
Sand castle, sand castle, 

we will build a sand castle, 
with bridges and a tower. 
We will have a picnic too, 

Picnic too, picnic too, 
We will have a picnic too, 

With sandwiches and oranges. 
Home we head with sunburned cheeks, 
Sunburned cheeks, sunburned cheeks, 
Home we head with sunburned cheeks, 

and treasures from our visit. 
 

http://www.preschooleducation.com/ssummer.shtml
http://www.preschooleducation.com/ssummer.shtml

