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Knockbreda Nursery School 
December 2016 Newsletter 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

We hope that you and your child have enjoyed your first term at Knockbreda Nursery 

School and are looking forward to the festive season ahead! We would like to thank 

you for your support this term and for taking time to complete the online parent/carer 

questionnaires.  Thanks also for supporting Children in Need day last month; thanks 

to your generous support, we raised £48.65 for this worthy charity. 

 

Themes and topics 

 

This month we will finish our topic ‘It’s an emergency!’ (People who help us) and 

move on to learn about Christmas.  We will look forward to welcoming the Christmas 

ELF (Environmental Litter Friend) to Knockbreda Nursery School on Monday 19th 

December and finding out how to keep our local area litter free this Christmas.  We 

will also look forward to welcoming you to our Christmas Celebration events on 1st 

and 2nd December 2016.  Both events take place in your child’s classroom and are a 

celebration of the first Christmas story. 

 

 

Important information 

 

 As we are now using all of our outdoor play areas on a daily basis, please 

ensure that your child can put on/ take off their own coats, shoes and wellies.  

Please make sure that your child has a scarf, hat and pair of mittens that can 

be kept in school and that these items are clearly named.    

 

 Christmas Celebration events take place on 1 and 2 December 2016 at 1pm.  

Please see the diary dates on page 3 for further details.  Should you wish to 

purchase a photograph of your child in their Christmas costume, please 

complete the pro-forma and return to Mrs Benson (School Clerical Officer) by 

9th December.  All money raised will be used towards School Fund. 

 

 As you are aware, throughout the year, Nursery will work with Knockbreda 

Primary School and St Bernard’s Primary School to ensure smooth transition 
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from Nursery to Primary 1.  As part of this shared collaboration, the Nursery 

children have been invited to visit Knockbreda Primary School on Monday 12th 

December to watch the dress rehearsal of the school’s Nativity; pupils from St 

Bernard’s Primary School will also be in attendance. 

 

 In support of Save the Children on Friday 16th December, please wear your 

Christmas jumper and donate £1 to this worthy cause.  Nursery will have lots 

of Christmas themed activities for the children to enjoy on this day! 

 

 As part of our Christmas celebrations, the children will receive a visit from 

Santa on Tuesday 20th December.  All children should wear their party clothes 

and will enjoy a party snack, as well as our visit from Santa!  School will finish 

at 12 noon and there will be no dinners provided. 

 

 Diarrhoea and vomiting: As detailed in your child’s induction booklet, 

children should be symptom-free for 48 hours and should be able to hold 

down food and fluids before returning to school.  Please do not send your 

child to school unless they have been symptom-free for 48 hours as this 

places the staff and other pupils at risk of illness. 

 

 Daily routine changes for entry 2017: From September 2017, Nursery will 

be adapting the opening hours, with pupils attending from 8.30am-1pm daily 

instead of 9am-1.30pm.  Pupils will have a flexible drop from 8.30-8.40am and 

it is anticipated that this earlier start time will prove helpful to our parents and 

carers.  This change will commence from September 2017 and is for your 

information only; this will not impact your child’s attendance at Nursery this 

year. 

 

School Improvement Plans* 

Knockbreda Nursery School is delighted to have been successful in our recent bid to 

improve our school site and grounds.  Our proposal has been provisionally approved 

pending final budgetary agreement from the Department of Education.  We hope that 

the Department of Education will give final approval shortly for a minor works’ grant 

which will significantly enhance our school provision.  This funding would allow 

Nursery to create a new entrance to school, a new cloakroom area for pupils, a 

meeting room, a Quiet Room for the Green Apple class and improved playground 

security.   If final approval is received, contract work will commence this month and 

be due to complete during Term 3.  The operation of the school day will remain 

largely unchanged for pupils but the work to the existing entrance area would mean 

that some small changes would be required to our school arrival and exit systems as 

noted below: 
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Once the programme of work commences, all pupils should be dropped off close to 

the Sensory Garden.  Pupils and parents/carers should make their way down the 

steps and enter school via the Side Terrace Red Room door or Side Terrace Green 

Room (staff will be positioned to welcome you).  Children should then enter their 

respective classes, get signed in by parents/carers and self-register on the Apple 

Tree as usual.  Children should continue to their Welcome Time sessions (as 

normal) in the Quiet Room for Red Apples and Garden Room for Green Apples.  At 

the end of the session, pupils should be collected from their classrooms as usual, but 

again parents/carers should enter school via the Sensory Garden gate and at 

hometime, via the Garden Room patio doors (to ease congestion).  As normal, 

children should be signed out and have their tray checked before leaving. 

Due to the relocation of our cloakroom area, school will be unable to accommodate 

pupil coats and belongings in the Reception Area throughout the period of work.  As 

you are aware, the children do not access their home coats during the Nursery 

session, as school provides navy waterproof coats for use during outdoor messy 

play.  For the duration of the school building work, it would be appreciated if you 

could please remove your child’s change of clothes from the Reception Area (instead 

school spares will be used in case of a toileting accident and these should be 

promptly returned to school washed and clean).  Please do not leave your child’s 

coat in school during the Nursery session; this should be taken home once your child 

has been signed in each morning.  We apologise for any inconvenience that this may 

cause but thank you for your support.   

*If final approval is received, It is anticipated that work this programme of 

building work will begin on 12/12/2016 but once confirmation is received, 

Nursery will contact all parents/carers to make you aware of the introduction 

of this change to our drop off/ collection routine. 

As part of the programme of work, the school’s Boiler House needs to be relocated.  

This means that school will be without heating for one full week.  To ensure that this 

work is completed during a holiday period when the school does not require heat and 

that the site is completely safe for the pupils and staff, the Department of Education 

have granted the school three additional closure days.  It is anticipated that these will 

take place from Wednesday 4th to Friday 6th January 2017 and would mean that 

pupils would not return to school from their Christmas break until Monday 9th 

January 2017.  Please make a note of this possible change to the school closure 

calendar dates; thank you in advance for your kind co-operation.  Please note that 

these additional closure days will only be required if the Department confirm funding 

for the project, in the case of funding being withheld, school will resume as planned 

on Wednesday 4th January.  As soon as the funding position is confirmed, 

Nursery will confirm the holiday dates to you. 

Should you wish to discuss this programme of construction work, please do not 

hesitate to contact Nursery to arrange an appointment with Miss Lewis (Acting 

Principal). 



4 
 

Diary Dates: 

 

 

 

 

 

We wish you all a merry Christmas and happy new year! 
 

DATE TIME EVENT 

Thursday 1 
December and 
Friday 2 December 
2016 
 
 
 
 
 
Red Apples: 
01.12.16 at 1pm 
 
 
 
 
Green Apples: 
02.12.16 at 1pm 
 

1-1.30pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Early 
close 
12.15-
12.30 pm 
for Green 
Apples 
 
 
Early 
close 
12.15-
12.30 pm 
for Red 
Apples 

Christmas Celebration events: 
Previously this event would have 
combined both classes but as a result of 
school self-review, there will be two 
separate Christmas performances to 
ensure adequate seating for all 
parents/carers.  Tickets are limited to two 
per family.   
To accommodate the Red Apple 
performance on Thursday 1 December 
2016, pupils in Green Apple Class 
should be collected between 12.15-
12.30pm prompt.  School dinners 
provided as normal. 
To accommodate the Green Apple 
performance on Friday 2 December 
2016, pupils in Red Apple Class should 
be collected between 12.15-12.30pm 
prompt.  School dinners provided as 
normal. 

Friday 16 December 
2016 

9am Christmas Jumper Day; wear a Christmas 
Jumper and donate £1 to Save the 
Children! 

Monday 19 
December 2016 

11.30am The Christmas Elf will be coming to visit 
Nursery! 

Tuesday 20 
December 2016 

Finish at 
12 noon- 
no school 
dinners. 

Christmas party and arrival of Santa! Wear 
your Christmas party clothes in Nursery! 
School closes for Christmas! 
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Christmas 

Songs and Rhymes 
   

When Santa Got Stuck Up the Chimney 

When Santa got stuck up the chimney,  

He began to shout; 

‘You girls and boys won’t get any toys 

If you don’t pull me out! 

My beard is black, 

There’s soot in my sack, 

My nose is tickling too.’ 

When Santa got stuck up the chimney, 

ATCHOO! ATCHOO! ATCHOO! 

 Five Mince Pies 

  Five mince pies in a baker’s shop, 

 Warm and spicy with sugar on the top; 

 Along came (Andrew) with a penny one day,   Insert your child’s name here 

 He / she bought a mince pie 

And ate it right away.       

 

 *Four mince pies in the bakers shop, etc. 

 

 

No mince pies in the baker’s shop. 

Warm and spicy with sugar on the top; 

‘Oh dear’ said the baker with the empty tray, 

‘I’ll have to make some more,’ 

And he did it right away. 

 

Here we go round the Christmas tree. 
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Here we go round the Christmas tree, 

The Christmas tree, the Christmas tree, 

Here we go round the Christmas tree, 

On Christmas day in the morning. 

 

This is the way we open our presents, etc. 

 

This is the way we eat our dinner, etc 

 

This is the way we take a nap, etc. 

 

 

Christmas pudding, Christmas pudding 

  

 Christmas pudding, Christmas pudding 

 Steaming hot, steaming hot. 

 Sprinkle on the sugar, sprinkle on the sugar 

 Eat the lot, eat the lot. 

 (Tune:  Frere Jacques) 

 

 

What is Christmas? 

    What is Christmas? We’ll tell you. 

It’s putting love in all we do 

                       In our work and in our play 

                        In our living every day 

It is showing love for others 

Father, mother, sisters, brothers. 


